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will appear, I trust, that it is conceived in a broad spirit, and executed 
in close sympathy with the rights of Scripture and the need of the 
individual believer. It is a vindication of higher criticism from 
within, that is, from the very nature of revelation itself; and therefore 
it seems to me a book for which there is a real and widespread need. 

George H. Gilbert. 

The Messages of Paul, arranged in historical order, analyzed, 
and freely rendered in paraphrase, with introductions. By 
Professor George B. Stevens, Ph.D., D.D. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1900. Pp. xiii-f-268. $1.25, net. 

The material of this book was first published two years ago, under 
the title The Epistles of Paul in Modern English. In its present form 
it has been reset with some revision, and conformed in style to the 
"Messages of the Bible" series edited by Professors Sanders and Kent. 
The addition of the marginal analyses, and the introductions which state 
briefly the time, place, and occasion of the writing of each letter, 
increase the value of the book largely. An essay of thirty pages is new, 
treating of the use of epistles in the early Christian church, the peculiari- 
ties of the Pauline epistles, Paul's life as seen in his epistles, Paul's 
addresses, etc. The volume is therefore much improved in appearance 
and usefulness. 

We bespeak for the book a wide use among Bible readers generally. 
The endeavor to put Paul's letters into our present-day English, and 
to give a true historical interpretation to his utterances, has here been 
in a high degree successful. And the benefit which comes to one 
from reading such a commentary can hardly be equaled by the same 
amount of time spent in any other method of studying the epistles. 
It is difficult for us to bring the New Testament epistles into a condi- 
tion of reality, as though we were actually hearing the apostle speak; 
but this is necessary to our understanding of his letters. Professor 
Stevens' book will give great assistance in this effort. 

C. W. V. 

The Divine Discipline of Israel: An Address and Three Lectures 
on the Growth of Ideas in the Old Testament. By G. 
Buchanan Gray, M.A. London: A. & C. Black, 1900. 
Pp. vi+ 128. 3s. 

The address which opens this volume furnishes the title. The 
three lectures discuss the development of moral ideas and life in 
Israel. All have the clearness associated with oral discourse, and are 
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comprehensible by untrained readers. The author is master of his 
theme, as his ease in handling his material proves. He belongs to the 
critical school of Old Testament study, and his exposition and con- 
clusions are on the basis which this school accepts. The address aims 
to show that the critical positions rather strengthen than weaken the 
Christian view of the special divine influence exercised upon Israel to 
make it the medium of a universal salvation. In the lectures the 
author rejects the view that all parts of the Old Testament have equal 
moral significance, and points out how in Israel's history there was 
growth in moral ideals. God and man together were conceived on an 
ever higher ethical plane. The limitations of space permit the sub- 
stantiation of the thesis by a choice of examples rather than by an 
adequate exposition of the material in full. The book will be found 
to be stimulating and instructive. 

G. S. G. 

Sunday School Reform, from the Modern Educational Standpoint. 
By Mary E. Hutcheson. Columbus, Ohio : Church Educa- 
tion Association, 1900. Pp. 40. Cloth, $0,50; paper, 
#0.25. 

The author is one who, after a full experience in regular educational 
work, has for the past five years been applying the modern psychologic 
and pedagogical principles to the religious instruction of children. A 
series of primary lessons for the Sunday school, exemplifying the 
application of the present approved educational ideas to this kind of 
instruction, was first published by her in 1896, and has met with hearty 
and general approbation. By Miss Hutcheson's efforts a movement of 
progress has grown to large proportions in the Episcopal denomina- 
tion. The present little book contains a series of articles which first 
appeared in the Living Church, setting forth the fundamental features 
of the problem of modern religious education. The business of the 
teacher is to " find out what the child is, to take him as he is, and then 
to proceed to develop him according to the necessities and laws of his 
being." The suggestions here made for the reconstruction of religious 
teaching are excellent, and there can be no question that we are 
moving forward rapidly to its accomplishment. It is the obvious 
duty of every sincere worker in the Sunday school to acquaint himself 
with, and qualify himself for, the better type of religious instruction. 
For this the present little book can render a real service, and it should 
be put into the hands of Sunday-school workers generally. 

C. W. V. 



